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Budapest, 14 April, 2016 

 
Innovation, R&D and ATM Academy – New Integrated Knowledge 

Centre Advances HungaroControl’s Market Position 

 

The increase in air traffic and the transformation of the European 

air navigation market call for the development and testing of 

innovative procedures and new concepts as well as the 

continuous professional training of air traffic controllers. Taking 

advantage of the synergies of units that previously operated 

separately, the now inaugurated Knowledge Centre supports the 

market position of the company by offering integrated services to 

other players in the industry. Central and Eastern Europe's most 

modern Knowledge Centre is home to EPC (Entry Point Central air 

navigation academy), CRDS (HungaroControl’s Centre of 

Research, Development and Simulation) and the radar simulation 

and contingency centre. 

   

EPC (Entry Point Central) is the Budapest-based air traffic controller 

(ATCO) training academy jointly operated by HungaroControl 

and Entry Point North, the world’s leading ATCO training centre of 

the Swedish, Danish, Norwegian and Irish ANSPs, opened in 2011. 

Entry Point North’s premium training and services comply with the 

most stringent of international requirements. At EPC, ab-initio 

students start practical training as early as during the fifth week of 

the course, using EPC’s simulator. EPC offers students and 

customers 34 simulator positions and 2 three-dimensional, 180° 

tower simulators in a training space of 350 square metres. 

 

CRDS operates Central Europe’s largest ATC simulator facility 

based on the ESCAPE platform developed by EUROCONTROL. 

Thanks to the capacity upgrade in February 2016, the centre is now 

capable of conducting large-scale simulations with up to 34 

controller working positions and 26 pilot working positions. CRDS is 

the place where the comfort of 90% human-machine interface 

(HMI) similarity makes air traffic control officers’ (ATCOs) work easier 

and more pleasant. On the one hand, the source of scientific 
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analysis is the large quantity of objective data extracted from the 

system during the simulation. On the other hand, collecting 

subjective feedback through generic and simulation-specific 

questionnaires also plays a key role. This way, ATM experts and 

decision makers will be able to foresee potential changes in 

human performance and to prevent safety issues related to 

workload and situational awareness. Air Traffic Controllers and ATM 

experts from CCL (Croatia Control), SMATSA (Serbia and 

Montenegro Air Traffic Services) and BHANSA (Bosnia and 

Herzegovina Air Navigation Services Agency) successfully 

conducted the SEAFRA (South-East Axis Free Route Airspace) Real-

Time Simulation between 16-25 March, 2016 at HungaroControl’s 

CRDS. 

 

The radar simulation and contingency centre operates with a dual 

function: on the one hand it is a venue for education and training, 

on the other hand it is a contingency centre, which can switch to 

live operations in six hours in case of an emergency, enabling safe 

ATC operations in the Hungarian airspace. The centre uses the 

same infrastructure as HungaroControl’s primary control centre, 

including MATIAS (Magyar Automated and Integrated Air Traffic 

System), one of the world’s most advanced air navigation software 

systems, developed jointly with Thales Air Systems. 

 

“Continuous innovation activities have positioned HungaroControl 

at the forefront of European initiatives to improve flight safety, 

increase capacity, reduce airline costs, and enhance 

environmental protection. To this end, the Hungarian ANSP focuses 

primarily on developments that improve the efficiency of air traffic 

management, as well as the introduction of up-to-date 

technologies, both in partnership with other ANSPs, universities and 

technology providers (including its participation in the SESAR 

research and development programme) as well as on its own.” – 

said Mr Kornél Szepessy, CEO of HungaroControl. 

 

Thanks to its team of ATS operations planning experts and ATM 

system designers HungaroControl’s R&D centre can help offer 

customised solutions to your ATM challenges. 

 

https://www.thalesgroup.com/en/worldwide/aerospace
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About HungaroControl 

   
Due to its state-of-the-art technology and developments and services, HungaroControl 

Hungarian Air Navigation Services Pte. Ltd. Co. is one of the renowned service providers 

in international aviation, and an active regional initiator and co-operating partner of 

the European Union’s integration efforts under the Single European Sky. 

  

According to EUROCONTROL’s statistical data and forecasts, the number of flights in 

Europe is 10 million per annum, and in the next 20 years this figure may even double. 

During the past few years HungaroControl has launched several significant projects to 

improve its air navigation services, guarantee the safe management of the increasing 

air traffic, and promote the imminent success of the integration undertaken by the 

European Union. 

  

As a result of combined efforts and on commission from NATO, since 3 April 2014, 

HungaroControl has been managing civilian air traffic overflights in the upper airspace 

over Kosovo. In February 2015 HungaroControl was the first to adopt Free Route 

Airspace use without any limitations in Hungary’s entire airspace, well before the 

deadline (1 January 2022) set by the European Commission. 

  

In addition to improving its traditional air navigation services and technical and 

technological background, one of HungaroControl’s strategic steps is the 

establishment of a regional, Central European air navigation knowledge centre in joint 

effort with its partners. 

  

The purpose of HungaroControl’s capital investment projects is to enable the Central 

European Functional Airspace Block (FAB CE), a regional co-operation of seven Central 

European countries, to provide competitive services and operate at the highest 

technical and technological standard. 

  

  

Further information, please contact: 

  
Katalin Szőke 

Spokesperson, Senior Communication Manager HungaroControl Zrt. 

E-mail: katalin.j.szoke@hungarocontrol.hu          

Phone: +36-1-293-4034 
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