
 
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

 
    
     

          

HungaroControl  Magyar Légiforgalmi Szolgálat Zrt.   
H-1675 Budapest P.O.Box  80  
www.hungarocontrol.hu 

 
1Page 1 

Madrid, 10 March 2015 

HungaroControl to showcase its most recent 
research, development and innovation 
achievements in Madrid 

The Hungarian ANSP is outlining its most successful projects and future air 
navigation procedures at the prestigious international exhibition. 

 

Digital messaging between pilots and air traffic co ntrollers, remote tower 
control, smart glasses that track the ATCO’s eye an d head movements, a 
simulation centre suitable for testing new technolo gies – future air 
navigation services will be characterised by such s tate-of-the-art 
technology. HungaroControl presented its latest dev elopments and the 
services of its Centre of Research, Development and  Simulation (CRDS) at 
the prestigious World ATM Congress 2015, held in Ma drid from 10-12 
March.  
 
There is only one other facility in Europe that is of a comparable size and level of 
technology to HungaroControl’s CRDS centre of research, development and 
simulation : EUROCONTROL’s Experimental Centre, near Paris. The services of this 
CRDS centre will now be showcased for the international audience of the World ATM 
Congress. The purpose of the simulations performed in CRDS is to enable both the 
Hungarian and foreign air navigation service providers to learn and test the procedures 
that are mandatory in Europe as well as innovations already developed by 
HungaroControl, in order to then be able to successfully introduce them in their 
respective airspaces.  Of the numerous innovations demonstrated at the exhibition, the 
focus will be on the CPDLC (Controller-Pilot Data-Link Communications) 
technology, used for text-based messaging between pilots and ATCO’s. 
HungaroControl will introduce CPDLC in the Hungarian airspace within the framework 
of its HUF 2 billion efficiency improvement programme1, well before the deadline set by 
the European Commission.  The most recent successful international test series of 
CRDS is also related to the validation of CPLDC: at the end of last year, controllers 
from the Danube FAB countries tested the new data link system with real-time 
simulations in the centre. 
 
At this year’s exhibition, the Hungarian ANSP is presenting two of its projects that 
included technological innovations implemented for the first time in Europe.  One of 

                                                 
1The program will be implemented with nearly HUF 420 million in support from the 
European Union’s Trans-European Transport Networks (TEN-T). 
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them is the Kosovo project, in the course of which HungaroControl’s ATCOs have 
been managing overflight traffic in the airspace over Kosovo from a distance of 700 
kilometres for nearly a year now. The other concept to be showcased is the Hungarian 
Free Route Airspace (HUFRA), which completely abolished the entire network of flight 
routes for the first time in Europe as of last month in the Hungarian airspace. This 
renowned exhibition provides an excellent opportunity for global audiences to 
familiarise themselves with HungaroControl’s developments, which are recognised 
internationally, as well as by European ATM organisations. These developments 
include Budapest 2.0, a programme implemented under SESAR Joint Undertaking to 
demonstrate technological innovations and procedures that improve the operation of 
small- and medium-traffic airports and service providers. 
 
HungaroControl is also presenting its “virtual” tower (rTWR) concept at the Madrid 
exhibition, which will enable providing location independent aerodrome control service 
in the future. HungaroControl’s own traffic design concept, MergeStrip is being 
showcased as well. This development has been successfully operating and 
contributing to more economical aircraft operation, lower CO2 emissions and noise 
reduction in the vicinity of airports since its introduction in 2013. 
 
HungaroControl is also exhibiting its smart glasses called “AirField Glasses” 
developed jointly with the Budapest University of Technology to facilitate the work of air 
traffic controllers. This instrument is capable of the selective display of air navigation 
data by tracking the ATCO’s head and eye movements with the help of a brand new 
technology. 
 
 
- end - 
 
 
About HungaroControl 
 
Due to its state-of-the-art technology and cutting-edge developments and services, 
HungaroControl Magyar Légiforgalmi Szolgálat Zrt is one of the most accurate, most efficient 
and most reliable service providers in international aviation, and an active regional initiator and 
co-operating partner of the European Union’s integration efforts under the Single European Sky.  
 
According to EUROCONTROL’s statistical data and forecasts, the number of flights in Europe is 
10 million per annum, and in the next 20 years this figure may even double. During the past few 
years HungaroControl has launched several significant projects to improve its air navigation 
services, guarantee the safe management of the increasing air traffic, and promote the 
imminent success of the integration undertaken by the European Union.  
 
In addition to improving its traditional air navigation services and technical and technological 
background, one of HungaroControl’s strategic objectives is the establishment of a Central 
European air navigation knowledge centre in the next two to three years in a joint effort with its 
partners. The handing over of the new air navigation centre allowed HungaroControl to relocate 
its businesses engaged in innovation to a single site, the building vacated by ANS. The 
establishment of a knowledge centre is justified by increasing international market demand for 
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research and development, simulation and training to support air navigation, which is partly 
generated by European integration and the establishment of functional airspace blocks.  
 
The purpose of HungaroControl’s capital investment projects is to enable the Central European 
Functional Airspace Block (FAB CE), a regional co-operation of seven Central European 
countries, to provide excellent services and operate at the highest technical and technological 
standard.  
 

For further information please contact: 

Katalin Szőke 

Head of Communication Department 

E-mail: katalin.j.szoke@hungarocontrol.hu   

Telephone:+36-1-293-4034 


