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Budapest, 2. September 2015 

N-FRAB: common airspace above Hungary and 

Romania 

For the first time in Central Europe aircraft can now plan their flying routes freely 

even across the borders of the two countries 

 

Since 20 August 2015 HungaroControl, the Hungarian and ROMATSA, the 

Romanian air navigation service providers have been jointly operating the 

airspace of the two countries based on the new cross-border concept of 

free use of airspace (Night Free Route Airspace Budapest/ Bucharest - N-

FRAB). Thus aircraft can fly on the shortest possible trajectory between 

the entry and exit points of the airspace of the two countries, without any 

unnecessary navigation points.  

 

In this, approximately 1,000 km long N-FRAB airspace, which was created in 

the co-operation, flight operators can plan their flights freely, as they best suit 

their interests, instead of being bound to follow the pre-defined fixed routes. 

Thus aircraft need less fuel and can carry more passengers or cargo, this way 

saving time and energy. Flights operating on longer routes will mostly benefit 

from the service, as the altitude winds can help them save half an hour or even 

more time e.g., on the Dubai-London route.  

 

N-FRAB is the first Cross-Border Free Route Airspace concept in Central 

Europe, which was implemented with a unique solution in the region, using 

different control systems of service providers operating in two Functional 

Airspace Blocks (Hungary is a member of FAB-CE, while Romania is a member 

of the DANUBE FAB). With the implementation of N-FRAB Romania and 

Hungary have made significant progress towards the unlimited free use of 

airspace over 9,000 metres across Europe required by the European 

Commission Regulation (716/2014) to be introduced by 1 January 2022. 

 

The service is available between 0.00 and 6.00 AM between FL105 (3050 

metres) and FL 660 (20 100 metres) altitudes.  

 

– end – 
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Information 
 
 
In order to eliminate the fragmentation of the European airspace, the Single European Sky 
Programme of the European Union has divided the airspace of the continent into nine regions 
i.e., functional airspace blocks – FABs, irrespectively of country borders. The purpose of FABs 
is to improve aviation safety and cost efficiency, optimise capacities and reduce the costs of 
operation of aircraft as well as to reduce environmental pollution i.e., to facilitate the sustainable 
development of air transportation. Hungary is a member of the Functional Airspace Block 
Central Europe - FAB CE, which includes seven Central European states: Austria, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Croatia, the Czech Republic, Hungary, Slovakia and Slovenia.  
 
Due to its state-of-the-art technology and cutting-edge developments and services, 
HungaroControl Hungarian Air Navigation Services Pte is one of the most accurate, most 
efficient and most reliable service providers in international aviation, and an active regional 
initiator and co-operating partner of the European Union’s integration efforts under the Single 
European Sky.  
 
 
For further information, please contact: 
 
Katalin Szőke 
Spokesperson, HungaroControl Zrt. 
E-mail: katalin.j.szoke@hungarocontrol.hu   
Phone: +36-1-293-4034 


